[Significance of neuronal acetylcholine receptors as differentiation antigens in neuroblastomas and paragangliomas].
Using a panel of monoclonal antibodies to various epitopes of the alpha-, beta- and gamma-subunit of the muscle acetylcholine receptor (AchR), two different immunohistochemical reactivity patterns--corresponding to different neuronal AchRs--were identified in ganglia of the peripheral and central nervous system. The immunoreactivity pattern of neuroblastomas and paragangliomas was identical to the pattern found in the peripheral nervous system and has not been encountered in any other tumor type. Both the intensity of neuronal AchR immunoreactivity and the transcription of the neuronal AchR alpha-gene seem to correlated with a higher degree of neuroblastoma differentiation.